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Pool 8 Island Names Selected 

   
The wait is over.  Over 1000 names were submitted by the public for the Pool 8 
Islands, Phase III “Island Naming Contest.”   
 
In March, the public was asked to help the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service name nine 
newly- constructed islands in Lower Navigation Pool 8.   
 
These islands, funded through the Environmental Management Program, are located 
in a 3,000 backwater area between Brownsville, MN and Stoddard, WI.  All nine 
islands, built as part of the Pool 8 Islands, Phase III, Habitat Rehabilitation and 
Enhancement Project, are designed to restore habitat for migratory birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, fish and mammals.   
 
Contest participants were asked to submit names reflecting the Brownsville, MN and 
Stoddard, WI area in terms of fish, wildlife, habitat, history, and geography.  The 
public’s response to the contest was outstanding with over 160 participants from nine 
states, who submitted over 1000 names. 
 
Island names selected for the nine new islands are: (see map attachment) 
 

Island Winning Name Justification Submitted By 
N7 Broken Bow Island It looks like a broken 

bow. 
Luke Helminski, Longfellow Middle 
School – School on the River, La 
Crosse, WI 

    
 
 

  
- more - 

 

 



N8 Snake Tongue 
Island 

The island is shaped like 
a snake tongue.  Snakes 
are commonly found in 
this area. 

Cass Roney, Parker Schamberger, 
and Anonymous Student, Longfellow 
Middle School – School on the River, 
La Crosse, WI 

    
E1 Small Fry Island The island looks like a 

tiny fish fry. Judges also 
noted that this island was 
designed to encourage 
spawning habitat. 

Russ Peterson’s 5th Grade at Stoddard 
Elementary School, Stoddard, WI 

    
E2 Log Island Judges noted this island 

was constructed with 
black locust logs located 
on Goose Island. 

Nicholas Bissen, Maria Lusk, 
Crucifixion School, La Crescent, MN 

    
E3 Old Scribbler Island Named after Jay Reed, 

the legendary outdoors 
columnist for the 
Milwaukee Journal.  His 
career at the MJ and his 
articles about the 
Mississippi are most 
deserving of this 
recognition.  His writing 
could put you into a 
marsh or a boat even if 
you were sitting in your 
pj’s with a cup of coffee 
in your family room. 

Jim Stroschein, Mineral Point, WI 
 
 
 

    
W1 Cant Hook Island Looking downriver, this 

island can be perceived 
to resemble a cant hook, 
used by lumber and river 
men in the 19th century to 
move logs/timber that 
were floating 
downstream in large rafts 
through the adjacent Raft 
Channel. 

Mark Steingraeber, La Crosse, WI 

    
W2 Raft Island With the building of this 

island, it created a new 
safe pathway for the 
boating and recreational 
community to enjoy lower 
Raft Channel. 

Jody Sonsalla, Brownsville, MN 

    
W3 Dabbler Island Dabblers, commonly 

found in this area, are 
ducks that feed by 
tipping-up, or “dabbling.” 

Bill Ellingson, La Crosse, WI 

    
W4 Cygnet Island After the young swans 

that visit and migrate 
here each fall and spring. 

Marcy Lehrke, Chaseburg, WI 

 
- more - 
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Individuals who submitted winning names received a certificate designating their 
contribution to the Pool 8, Phase III, Habitat Rehabilitation and Enhancement Project. 
 
The judging committee was comprised of representatives from the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources, Mississippi River Wild, Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 
Additional islands are under construction.  A second contest will be held to name 
future islands. 

 
For more information, visit http://www.fws.gov/midwest/UpperMississippiRiver/ or 
contact the La Crosse District Office at 608/783-8405, or stop-in the office at 555 
Lester Avenue, Onalaska, WI.  Office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.       

 
*       *        * 

 
The Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge is the most visited 
refuge in the United States.  The refuge extends 261 miles along the Upper 
Mississippi River from Wabasha, Minn. to Rock Island, Ill., protecting and preserving 
habitat for migratory birds, fish, and a variety of other wildlife.  This 240,000 acre 
refuge was established in 1924. 
 
In addition to being the most visited refuge in the country, the “Upper Miss” Refuge 
has the added complexity of a major navigation system, including 11 locks and dams, 
within its boundary.  It is also a world-class fish and wildlife area which harbors 306 
species of birds; 119 species of fish; more than 200 active bald eagle nests; 
thousands of heron and egret nests; spectacular concentrations of canvasback ducks, 
tundra swans, and white pelicans; and several threatened or endangered species. 
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